[image: image3.png]




Dear friends,

We all strive for peace – yet we live in a time in which war is not only ongoing but also justified and normalized. We are witnessing the silent and rapid militarization, and the promotion of militarism both in words and in action. It is our responsibility to be a voice that does not take peace for granted, but works to build it.

The Believers for Peace initiative invites all those who refuse to grow accustomed to the advocacy of war in the name of securing peace to its 5th Regional Interfaith Conference, titled “By Building Peace, We Glorify God.” We will gather in Omiš Croatia from October 9 to 12, 2025, around the theme: “Wars – Is There Anything Else? Spirituality, Will, and Courage for Nonviolent Resistance.” The conference brings together believers from the Abrahamic traditions in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, and Serbia who are not only interested in the idea of peace, but are also actively seeking ways to work for peace in an era of normalized populism and promoted militarism. We gather those who recognize the potential for peace and nonviolence in the inspiration of their faith, and who are aware of the dangers posed by the misuse of religion in spreading hostility and relying on the force of arms.

We will begin the conference with an analysis of the growing problem of militarism and populist politics, which stand in stark contrast to the core messages of Christianity and Islam. We will then reflect on theological insights that strengthen spirituality, willpower, and courage for nonviolent resistance. Our focus will be twofold: on the one hand, understanding these pressing issues, and on the other, deepening our awareness of the spiritual resources that empower us for peacebuilding.

The goal of our conference is equally to inform and shape the participants, as well as to inspire nonviolent resistance, because we believe that arming kills even without war. The conference promotes an interactive approach to the topic, including small group work, workshops on related subtopics, and structured ways of learning about other traditions, such as the “living library” method. These activities are especially enriched by the contributions of keynote speakers who both theoretically reflect on and personally embody the values they speak about. We are delighted to confirm the participation of the following keynote speakers: Dr. Branko Sekulić, Vesna Janković, Prof. Dr. Zorica Maroš, Prof. Dr. Vladan Perišić, Goran Božičević, and Dr. Dževada Garić. Joining them as speakers are also members of the organizing team: Azra Ibrahimović, Adnan Hasanbegović, Zlatko Vujanović, and Dr. Ana Raffai.

The partners in organizing the conference are: Ecumenical Women’s Initiative from Omiš, Diocese of Mainz – Department for World Church, and Diocese of Speyer – Department for World Church.

If you care about:

· meeting and connecting with individuals and organizations that promote nonviolence and interfaith dialogue

· supporting and spreading the work of faith-based peacebuilders who resist militarism and populism through nonviolent means

· making the responsibility of people of faith for peace visible in public and strengthening your own sense of responsibility through encounters and new knowledge

· deepening the role of spirituality in peacebuilding and discovering authentic examples of peacemaking from various Abrahamic traditions and if you are able to participate in the entire program, we invite you to apply for this conference.

Application deadline: 25. 8.  2025.  
The application form can be found at the link in this letter. Please answer all questions in the form thoroughly, as participant selection will be based on your responses.

If you need any additional information, please contact us by email at: vjernicizamir@mailbox.org 
or by phone at: +385 95 902 98 59
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Vjernici za mir/Вјерници за мир
On behalf of the organizing committee of Believers for Peace initiative,

Ms. Azra Ibrahimović and Dr. Ana M. Raffai
Sarajevo / Zagreb, May 22, 2025
Vjernici za mir (Believers for Peace) is a network of Christian and Muslim peacebuilders from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, and Serbia. Since 2006, they have encouraged nonviolent action and initiated peacebuilding efforts among believers of the Abrahamic faiths in the Southeast European region. Their most notable activities include the regional interfaith conference “Building Peace, We Praise God” (Krk 2006, Blagaj 2008, Andrevlje 2010, Lužnica 2017), as well as the Declaration of Believers for Peace from 2013 and the Believers for Peace Manifesto from 2017.


[image: image3.png]